Melbourne International Engagement Awards (MIEA)

Seeking Expressions of Interest
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As part of an agreement between the University of Melbourne and Peking University in
2015, the University of Melbourne has allocated two Melbourne International Engagement
Awards (MIEA) to fund Peking University students to pursue PhD studies in any branch
of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Melbourne commencing in 2018. MIEAs
provide full fee remissions and annual living stipends equivalent to the Australian Postgrad-
uate Award rate (worth approximately AUD$30,000 per year) for up to 3.5 years. MIEAs
also provide single cover health insurance and a relocation allowance of up to AUD$3,000.
The living stipend is pro-rated according to enrolment commencement date in the first year.

Established in 1853, the University of Melbourne (http://www.unimelb.edu.au) is consis-
tently ranked amongst the leading universities in the world, with the international Times
Higher Education World University Rankings placing it at number 1 in Australia and number
33 in the world (Times Higher Education World University Rankings, 2017).

In 2017 the QS World University Ranking by Subject placed the University of Melbourne’s
Mathematics at number 38 and its Statistics and Operations Research at number 30 in the
world (http://www.topuniversities.com/subject-rankings/2017). Research Groups of
the School of Mathematics and Statistics, the University of Melbourne can be found at
http://ms.unimelb.edu.au/research/groups, and a list of possible supervisors in the
school can be found at http://ms.unimelb.edu.au/study/supervisors-1list.

Information about the University of Melbourne’s English language requirements can be
found under the heading “Faculty of Science (Melbourne Graduate School of Science)” at
the following link: https://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entry-requir
ements/language-requirements/graduate-toefl-ielts!

If you do not meet the English language requirement, a conditional offer may be made subject
to meeting the requirement in the foreseeable future.

To be eligible for the MIEA scholarship, a recipient must
—be an MSc student (or outstanding final year BSc student) in the School of Mathematical
Sciences at Peking University,
— have not completed a PhD, and

— be expected to commence his/her PhD at the University of Melbourne in 2018.
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Those who are eligible and are interested in pursuing research are welcome to express their
interest to Dr Xiang Fu and Dr Wei Lin.

Deadline: Wednesday 28 February 2018

Contacts: Dr Xiang Fu (fH#]), fuxiang@math.pku.edu.cn
Dr Wei Lin (#£f§), weilin@math.pku.edu.cn

Here are two testimonies by two alumni of Peking University.

Testimony 1
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[ am Chao Zheng, a current PhD student in Statistics at the University of Melbourne. I
completed my undergraduate degree (2009-2013) at the School of Mathematical Sciences,
Peking University. It is my pleasure to share some of my experiences and I hope this will be

helpful for you.
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Academic:

1. The School of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Melbourne is one of the
top ranked math departments in Australia and around the world, and have a lot of
active researchers in many fields of mathematical sciences.

2. The PhD program here typically takes about 3.5-4 years. Unlike US institutes, no PhD-
level coursework is provided. A student will directly start research after commencement
under the supervision of his/her supervisor. Thus, you will usually have a shorter PhD
life comparing to U.S students.

3. The faculty members here are nice and approachable. Typically they are not likely to
supervise too many students at the same time. They therefore have enough time to
communicate in detail with individual students and provide guidance for your research.

4. The scholarships are very good (A$26,000 per year), which should be more than enough
to cover your costs. This allows PhD students to concentrate on their own research
project. Teaching opportunities are provided upon request, with an additional salary.

5. There are many other forms of resources and support provided by the school and the
university, such as Travel Scholarships for those trying to attend overseas conferences
and Industry Internships for those interested in finding an industry job after gradua-
tion.

Living:

Melbourne is an attractive place, with a beautiful environment and diverse cultures (world’s
most livable city). The University of Melbourne is located in the city of Melbourne, within
a walking distance from the CBD. The city is very convenient and has a large population of
Chinese people, which can help you feel comfortable and get used to living here.
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TG - (ERNERE S LI A R IRA KA 5 U0 R 2 ] BB S PR U2 —
BUARME - IRMES RIS « X B EIM R AR AL, (a1 e [ ST A T T8 2 B s
g - X BRI A BRI, EBIESIRREE, ERERBRAE, Rida
5o ERFERES, WAER/RAREHRSINE T RIRE FEAPEVN R, FHRAE
WA TAE . BTN B RECE M IEEE TR BB F IR A TR . ASF 22 EAf
WHREA—E, SRR R TR, Br R TAHSLR, SF R THi
BRAS AN EIR D - i 2R e, FEMBIAF TSR L T REEIRITATC
LR, B2 2 THRR, A TAEFTOT T R o SRR AM M MG AR IR



5o, NERZ, EERTE . B2, BEEAE SRR ST HIBERORAEF A - R H R £
IRAR A AL REME K 2 & TR AL E 22 ST IR 2

[ am Teng Fang. It was a great and memorable experience that I studied in the School
of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Melbourne as a joint Ph.D. student for
two years. Staff members and students in the School are very friendly and warm to help.
The research environment in the School is great, and it is convenient to look for papers or
other materials through the library. I was co-supervised by a supervisor at the University of
Melbourne while I was in Melbourne. Without his many important suggestions and essential
help during my research I cannot complete my work. I was in the research group of discrete
mathematics and algebraic combinatorics. Each semester we have a reading group focusing
on a certain topic. The topics discussed include algebraic graph theory, combinatorial opti-
mization and other discrete structures and algorithms. Thanks to these reading groups I got
to know what problems researchers in related areas are interested in, and I also learnt some
new knowledge which is of great help to my research. The city of Melbourne is also great:
there are many excellent buildings and beautiful parks. Near the central business area there
are many shopping malls and shops which make life convenient. I would like to thank the
University of Melbourne, Peking University and the China Scholarship Council for providing
me with this excellent opportunity to study abroad.



